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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 3794 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, CH, MY 

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN CHINESE RELATIONS 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 0569 

1 . AN MFA OFFICIAL HAS TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
RITHAUDDEEN’S PROJECTED SPRING TRIP TO PEKING (REFTEL) HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. THE OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE CHINESE HAD 
SUGGESTED THAT A MAY VISIT WOULD NOT BE APPROPORIATE BECAUSE OF 
"THE WEATHER", BUT HE DID NOT FURTHER ELABORATE ON REASONS FOR THE 
POSTPONEMENT. THE OFFICIAL DID SAY THAT SOME CONSIDERATION WAS 
BEING GIVEN TO A SEPTEMBER VISIT BY RITHAUDDEEN TO THE PRC, BUT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT NO FIRM DECISION HAD BEEN MADE. 

2. COMMENT: NOT KNOWING TOO MUCH ABOUT THE WEATHER IN PEKING 
IN APRIL AND MAY, IT STRIKES US THAT THE OFFICIAL'S REASONING 
FOR THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER’S VISIT IS A LITTER 
WEAK. THE POSTPONEMENT MAY WELL HAVE BEEN A MUTUAL DECISION GIVEN 
THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE TIMING OF THE WIDELY-PREDICTED MALAYSIAN 
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GENERAL ELECTIONS, WHICH STILL HAVE NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED BUT ARE 
EXPECTED ANY TIME BETWEEN NOW AND EARLY AUGUST. A TRIP IN 
SEPGEMBER WOULD BE WELL AFTER THE ELECTIONS AND AFTER THE END OF 
THE FASTING MONTH. THIS WOULD, OF COURSE, MEAN THAT THE GOM IS 
NOT PLANNING TO MAKE POLITICAL CAPITAL OF THE VISIT AMONG 
ETHNIC CHINESE VOTERS AS THEY DID WITH THE LATE PRIME MINISTER’S 
TRIP TO PEKING IN 1974. 

MILLER 
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